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DEAR EDUCATOR, 

 
We hope the Encounter Point  

film subjects’ dedication  
will inspire students  

about the power of every day  
people to create change 

 

Order the Encounter Point  
DVD, with more than one  
hour of special features,  

through our US distributor 
 at www.typecastfilms.com 

 

 
 
JUST VISION 

 
We are delighted that you have decided to bring  
Encounter Point into your classroom. This Guide is 
intended to help educators prepare students, lead a class 
discussion, and choose writing and homework 
assignments for a wide range of classroom settings. 
 
Encounter Point may be used in high school and college 
classes for subjects including peace studies, conflict 
resolution, Middle East politics, the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, current affairs, media literacy, communications 
and film. 
 
Encounter Point is a documentary film that follows 
the stories of eight Palestinians and Israelis who are  
involved in nonviolence and peace projects. The film 
was created by Just Vision, a non-profit organization 
that uses media and educational tools to raise  
awareness about under-documented Palestinian and  
Israeli efforts to resolve the conflict. We hope the film 
subjects’ dedication will inspire students about the  
power of every day people to create change. 
 
In addition to this classroom screening guide, Just  
Vision’s online Resource Center contains primary and 
secondary source materials, including Just Vision’s 
second documentary film, Budrus, lesson plans for high 
school and college, and facilitation tools. Please visit 
www.justvision.org. 
 
If you have not already done so, in order to obtain the  
rights to use Encounter Point in your classroom, please  
purchase an educational copy through our distributor,  
Typecast Releasing, at www.typecastfilms.com. If you 
are interested in organizing a community or school- 
wide screening, please see the screening terms online  
at www.justvision.org to learn how. 
 
We hope that the more educators incorporate the  
voices of grassroots peace and nonviolence activists  
into their classrooms, the more empowered students  
will be to participate in peacebuilding. 
 
The Just Vision Team  
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CLASSROOM SCREENING GUIDE  

 

We hope that the more educators  
incorporate the voices of grassroots  

peace and nonviolence activists  
into their classrooms, the more  
empowered students will be to  
participate in peace building. 

 

SCREENING PREPARATION 
 Notes for the educator 
 Questions for students to consider 
 Pre-screening activities 
 
DISCUSSION TOPICS AND ACTIVITIES 
 Reactions 
 Leadership 
 Media literacy and analysis 
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GET INVOLVED 
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SUPPORT MATERIAL 
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 Glossary of terms and places 
 Online resources 
 List of Israeli and Palestinian peace and nonviolence  

organizations 
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JUST VISION 

SCREENING PREPARATION FOR ENCOUNTER POINT 
 
 NOTES FOR THE EDUCATOR 
 

  It may be helpful, particularly in high school classes, to examine the importance of 
the issues raised in Encounter Point. What connects students to this issue? Why 
have you decided to show this film in your class? 

  Encounter Point often provokes strong emotional reactions from viewers. It is a 
good idea for educators to think about their own relationship to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict before teaching it. Prior consideration of the following 
questions may help educators explore their own biases and prepare to facilitate 
an open discussion among students: What are my own beliefs about this 
conflict? What are my prejudices about each side? Can I acknowledge the 
existence of multiple narratives and experiences? 

  Educators should be prepared to help students with deep ties to the conflict 
explore their reactions to the film while creating space for students who are 
thinking seriously about the issue for the first time. 

  Encounter Point is a film about people who have dedicated their lives to 
trying to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, but does not explain the 
history or all aspects of the current reality. We have included some support 
materials to help provide contextual background before screening the film, and 
we encourage you to do your own preparation as well. More resources are 
available at www.justvision.org. 

  The Encounter Point DVD is broken into chapters; any chapter may be watched 
multiple times. Students with reading difficulties may find this especially 
helpful because of the speed of the subtitles. Some of the chapters (particularly 
Ali and Wounded Youth, Windows, and George and Tzvika’s Story) work well as 
stand-alone pieces and can be used separately if there are time constraints. The 
scene-by-scene discussion topics in this guide can be used for this purpose.  

  The Who’s Who list in the support materials may help students keep track of which 
character is which. It may be helpful to print multiple copies for students to refer 
to during the discussion. 

  Many of the themes raised in Encounter Point are explored in more depth in the 
Thematic Quotes section of Visionaries on the Just Vision website. These 
excerpts are from Just Vision’s interviews with a wide range of Israeli and 
Palestinian peace and nonviolence activists- including those featured in Encounter 
Point- and can be used by students to delve more deeply into some of the 
complex issues raised in the film. 

  This guide is intended for use in a variety of types of classrooms. In some cases, 
separate discussion topics are presented for high school and college level 
classes. 

 
 
 

 
 
PAGE 4 
SCREENING PREPARATION 



 

How are you connected to  
this conflict? What can we 
learn from people trying  
to resolve a conflict in a 
different part of the world? 

 
What kind of change do the  
film characters want to 
see, and how are they 
working toward that? 

 

QUESTIONS FOR 
STUDENTS TO CONSIDER 
  What do you know about the Israeli-Palestinian  

conflict? What questions do you have? 
  Why does the outside world have such a high stake  

in the region?  
 How are you connected to this conflict? 
  What can we learn from people trying to resolve a  

conflict in a different part of the world? 

PRE-SCREENING ACTIVITIES 
  Have students spend some time becoming familiar  

with the terms and places described in this guide’s  
glossary. If time permits, students may explore  
timelines and maps provided on some of the online  
resources referenced in the support material. It is  
helpful to point out to students that the total area  
of Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories is  
about the size of the state of New Jersey. Compare  
the distance between Bethlehem and Jerusalem  
(6 miles) to the distances between places that are 
familiar to students. 

  Put students in four groups. Assign each group  
to pay particular attention during the film to 
one pair of characters:  Ali and Robi, Tzvika and  
George, Ali and Shlomo, or Rutie and Aziz. After  
the screening the small groups can review their  
characters’ views, traits and memorable comments.  
When the whole class reconvenes for a discussion,  
this familiarity will help the whole group remember  
the film in more detail. 

  Assign each student to pay particular attention to  
one character whose identity they will assume for  
a role-play. After the screening, in groups of eight,  
in which each character is present, students may  
speak in the first person from their characters’ 
perspectives about their life experiences, what  
kind of change they want to see, and how they are  
working toward that.  
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REACTIONS 

DISCUSSION TOPICS 
 

  How did you feel watching the film? 
  Was there anything in the film that you didn’t 

understand, or that confused you?  
  Did you see or hear anything surprising?  Why did  

that surprise you? 
 Which scenes, if any, made you angry? Hopeful? 
 Which character did you identify with the most? 
  What statements did you disagree with and why?  

What statements did you agree with? 
  Were you surprised to see these people working in  

nonviolent ways to end the conflict? Why or why 
not? 

  Think about difficult conversations you saw in the 
film. What made those conversations difficult, 
and what made them possible?    

 What are some difficult conversations in your own 
life, or between people in your community? What are 
some methods used in the film that might help make 
these conversations more productive? 

 

JUST VISION 

 
WRITING ASSIGNMENTS, OR TOPICS  
FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION 
  If you could meet any of the film subjects, whom  

would you choose to meet?  Why? What would you 
say? What questions would you ask? 

  Describe the traits of the main characters. What  
do they have in common? What are some of their  
differences? How are they able to work together  
despite these differences? 

  Think about a character’s reaction to a painful  
event. How do you think your reaction would be  
different? What would you do and why? 

 

What do the main film subjects 
have in common? What are some 
of their differences? How are they  
able to work together despite  
these differences? 

DISCUSSION TOPICS AND ACTIVITIES FOR ENCOUNTER POINT 
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LEADERSHIP 

HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL DISCUSSION  
TOPICS 
  List  some qualities of leadership. Could you identify 

any of these qualities in the Encounter Point film 
subjects? Do they have any you didn’t list? 

  What impact can people like Ali and Robi have on  
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict? What can they do 
that their governments cannot? 

  Who are some leaders you admire in your own  
community? Do they share any of the leadership  
qualities you noticed in Encounter Point? How might 
the lessons of the film apply? 

 In what ways are you a leader?  
 What are some conflicts in your own life? What 
might you do to help resolve them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What can Ali and Robi do that  
their governments cannot?  

 

WRITING ASSIGNMENT 
 
  Explore “Leadership/Empowerment” and “Political  

Peace Processes/Political Leadership” in the  
Thematic Quotes on the Just Vision website.  
Contrast the comments about civic leadership  
with political leadership, keeping in mind that  
these comments are made by individuals working  
at a grassroots level. What do they say about the  
effectiveness of each level of leadership to resolve  
the conflict? Do you agree with their 
assessments? 
Cite examples from the film and website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In what ways are you a leader? 
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MEDIA LITERACY AND ANALYSIS 

HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL DISCUSSION  
TOPICS 
  What are common images of Israelis and  

Palestinians in the media (other films, television, 
news, etc)? How do these images affect your 
perception of these groups? Do the stories and main 
characters in Encounter Point reflect or challenge 
those images? Why do you think the filmmakers 
chose to tell these stories? 

  Were there images to which you reacted strongly?  
Why do you think the filmmakers chose to include 
these images?  

  Why did Just Vision choose to tell this story through  
film and not some other medium? 

  How do you think being filmed affected these 
people’s lives and work? 

  If you thought people you didn’t know would be  
watching your actions, would you make different  
choices? 

 
 
 
 
 

Do the stories in Encounter  
Point reflect or challenge 

common images of Israelis and  
Palestinians in the media? 

 

JUST VISION 

 
HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL ACTIVITIES 
 

  At home: prior to watching the film, have students 
research a week’s worth of news about the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. In class, discuss 
the effect of the mainstream media’s coverage of 
the region, versus that of the stories told in 
Encounter Point. 

  In class: prior to watching the film, have students 
brainstorm their own perceptions of the conflict, 
of Palestinians, of Israelis.  After watching the  
film, ask how the stories told in Encounter 
Point challenged those perceptions. Ask 
students to think about where their own 
perceptions come from. 

  At home or in a wired classroom: have students  
explore “Media” in the Thematic Quotes on  
the Just Vision website.  Have a class discussion  
or assign a written reflection about the media’s 
role in the conflict based on the film, the 
thematic quotes, and what students have 
observed in their research on other media. 

 
 
 
 
What is the media’s role in this 
conflict? 
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COLLEGE LEVEL DISCUSSION TOPICS   
ON MEDIA 
  How is the information conveyed in Encounter Point? 

What was most powerful to you? 
  How did this film help you become more aware of 

the conflict itself? 
  What specific moments stand out in the way 

the film was edited? Some examples to discuss 
might be the cut from the founder of the Bereaved  
Families Forum shaking his head at the question  
about the motivation for suicide bombing, the  
interweaving of Tzvika and George’s stories.  Why do  
you think those choices were made? 

  Audience members often comment that the film 
is not “balanced”—some perceive it as favoring  
the Palestinian side, others as favoring the Israeli  
side. Would you identify specific parts, or the film 
in general, as “pro-Israeli” or “pro-Palestinian”? 

  Do particular scenes, or the film in general, present 
the conflict as between two equal or symmetrical 
parties? 

  What would a “balanced” film mean in the context 
of this conflict? 

 

COLLEGE LEVEL ACTIVITIES 
 
  At home: after watching the film, have students 

read the interviews of Encounter Point film subjects 
on the Just Vision website. In class, discuss how  
people are represented in the film versus in the 
website. What are the strengths and weaknesses of  
each medium? 

  At home: using the list of Israeli and Palestinian  
peace and nonviolence organizations in the support  
material, have students browse the website links  
and note how different organizations present their  
understanding and response to the conflict. This 
may be a written assignment or a class discussion  
in relation to themes that emerge about bias,  
voice, and approach to the work of nonviolence and  
conflict resolution, and how each method might be 
effective, or how it could be improved. 
 
 
 
 
 

Would you identify the film as “pro- 
Israeli” or “pro-Palestinian”?  What  

would a “balanced” film mean in the 
context of this conflict? 
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What would peace between  
Israelis and Palestinians look  

like?  What would each of the film 
subjects say about this? 

 

JUST VISION 

 
DISCUSSION TOPICS 
Themes explored in the Thematic Quotes section of  
the Just Vision website are indicated in italics below. 

 
  What sides of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict does 

Encounter Point portray that you hadn’t seen  
before? 

 Did you feel anything was missing from the film? 

  What prejudices did Israelis hold about Palestinians,  
and vice versa? Click on “Perceptions of the Other” 
in the Thematic Quotes on the Just Vision website. 

  How does the occupation affect the daily lives of  
Palestinians and of Israelis? “Click on Occupation”  

  Can you tell the difference between Arabic and  
Hebrew? What languages are spoken in the  
different scenes? What languages are spoken when  
Israelis and Palestinians are meeting? Why might  
this be? What are the implications? “Language”  

  How do people in the film refer to those on the other 
side of the conflict? When as Palestinians and when 
as Arabs, when as Israelis and when as Jews?  What  
might these different labels mean? 
 

  Who mentions God in the film, and in what 
contexts? What is the effect of invoking religion to 
back up the claims of one side or the other? 
“Religion” 

 Discuss the range of different reactions to  
bereavement that you saw in the film (those of 
the main subjects as well as others in the film)? 
“Personal Loss/Bereavement”  

  Who do Ali, Robi, Tzvika and George blame for the  
deaths of their family members? 

  What is your definition of violence? What kinds 
of violent acts are shown and described in the film? 
What is the role of violence in this conflict? 
Compare the different perspectives of the subjects 
(and others in the film) on violence. “Violence”  

  What are different perspectives of characters in the  
film about military service? “Military” 

IN THE CONTEXT OF THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT 
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  What are different characters’ definitions of 
nonviolence? What is your definition of nonviolence?  
How do the actions of the main film subjects fit this 
definition? “Nonviolence” 

  What opinions did people in Israeli and Palestinian  
society express about nonviolence and peace  
work? How did the subjects of the film respond? 
“Community Responses to Peace Work” 

  What is needed for nonviolence and peace efforts to  
succeed? A heroic leader? Governmental support?  
More contact between the two sides? International  
support? Forgiveness? Is the solution to the conflict 
in the political or civil realm? 

  What would peace between Israelis and Palestinians  
look like? What would each of the film subjects say? 
What are the biggest obstacles to achieving their  
visions? How are the film subjects dealing with 
these challenges? “Conceptions of Peace” and 
“Obstacles and Challenges” 

 

What is needed for 
nonviolence and 

peace efforts to 
succeed? 

 
Is the solution  

to the conflict  
in the political 

or the civil realm? 

 

  Discuss the following terms in the context of  
the stories in Encounter Point: Peace, Freedom,  
Security, Nonviolence, Occupation, Reconciliation,  
Statehood, Civic Leadership, Justice. Do all the film 
subjects agree on their priorities in relation to these  
concepts? Which are priorities for each person?  
Where did you see evidence of this? Do any of their  
perspectives conflict? How are those priorities 
different for political leaders on both sides?  
“Conceptions of Peace”, “Freedom of Movement”,  
“Security” and  “Civil Society” 

WRITING ASSIGNMENT 
  Students may choose a question from above or a  

theme of particular interest that emerged during  
the class discussion, read more comments from  
Palestinian and Israeli peace workers on that  
theme, and write an analysis or personal reflection 
on the different perspectives on that theme, quoting  
from the film and website. They may also do 
further research on more mainstream Israeli and 
Palestinian perspectives on some of these themes, 
and write about contrasting attitudes. 
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JUST VISION 

 
IN-DEPTH DISCUSSION TOPICS BY SCENE 
The following are a list of questions meant to help students delve more deeply  
into the stories and ideas in Encounter Point, and are organized according to the 
DVD’s chapters. If time permits, teachers may screen the film in its entirety 
first, and then reexamine particular scenes. If time is short, the following scenes 
work well in isolation:  Chapter Four: Ali and Wounded Youth, Chapter Six: Tzvika 
and George, Chapter Seven: Windows. 

CHAPTER ONE: OPENING (CHECKPOINTS) 
 How are the film subjects’ experiences at checkpoints different? 
  How do the subjects each explain the presence of checkpoints and  

roadblocks? 
  How do you think checkpoints affect the daily lives of Palestinians and  

Israelis? 
 Why do you think the film opens this way? 

CHAPTER TWO: ROBI AND THE FORUM 
 What is Robi’s goal through her work with the Bereaved Families Forum? 
  How does Robi describe her emotional reactions to her son being killed? How  

does she respond to ideas of vengeance or forgiveness? 
  What does Ali mean when he says politicians use bereavement as an excuse? 

CHAPTER THREE: ALI AND THE FORUM 
 How does Ali describe his feelings about his brother being killed? 
 Why does Ali say he could be a hero in his society? 
 What does he say about making peace? 
  Yitzhak Frankenthal, the founder of the Bereaved Families Forum, says in an  

interview that Israelis should think about what they do to provoke Palestinians  
to support suicide bombers. The interviewer responds by asking whether  
Palestinian suicide bombing is a phenomenon rooted in Islam or Arab society,  
unrelated to Israeli policy towards Palestinians. What do you think of these  
explanations?  

  What scene comes right after Yitzhak shakes his head? Why do you think the  
filmmakers choose this scene order? 

  What are other examples (either in Encounter Point or in other media) of  
using violence to attain political goals? 

  What are alternatives to using violence to attain political goals? Are these  
alternatives always possible? What do different film subjects say about this 
question? 
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CHAPTER FOUR:  ALI AND WOUNDED YOUTH 
  Describe the different views of the wounded men at the hospital about peace.  

What do they disagree about? 
 Why doesn’t Yousef believe that peace is possible? 
  What is Ali’s strategy for talking with this group of young men about  

nonviolence? How effective do you think his strategy is? 
 How do Yousef and the boy react to Ali’s ideas? 
  What is Ali referring to when he says “resistance”? How does it differ from the  

boy’s use of the word? 
 How do Jalil and Yousef use God and religion in their arguments?  
  When else in the film do you hear God’s will invoked? What kind of role do you 

think religion plays in this conflict?  
  What is the next scene on the film? Why do you think the filmmakers chose 

to follow the young men’s conversation with this scene? 

CHAPTER SIX:  TZVIKA AND GEORGE 
 What do Tzvika and George have in common? 
  How do Tzvika and George describe their reasons for joining the Bereaved  

Families Forum? 
 What kind of status do George and Tzvika seem to have in their societies? Why? 
  How did you feel watching the funeral and memorial services? How do George  

and Tzvika describe their feelings about their daughters’ deaths? 
  What do they each say about the causes of violence, and the possibility of  

peace with the other side? 
  Compare Tzvika's discussion at the Israeli high school with Ali's discussion  

with the wounded young men at the rehabilitation center in Chapter Four. 
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JUST VISION 

 
CHAPTER SEVEN: WINDOWS  
 Why did Rutie and Aziz choose that particular location to meet? 
 Why do the Israelis arrive five hours late to the meeting? 
  What are the frustrations and fears of the Israelis and the Palestinians in this  

scene?  How do they differ and why might that be? 
  Rutie says that Israelis, and Jews in general, have a “very deep built-in fear  

because of our history.” What is she speaking about? 
 What fears do Palestinians express in this scene and the film as a whole? 
  How do you think fear effects the way Israelis and Palestinians relate to each  

other? You may refer to “Fears” in the Thematic Quotes on the Just Vision 
website. 

 Can Israelis and Palestinians overcome these fears? How? 
  Rutie says that it is important for Israelis to come to Palestinian villages to  

overcome their fear of seeing what Israel does to the Palestinians and the  
fear that if they don’t, Israel won’t survive. What does she mean? How would  
coming to Palestinian villages help?  

  Aziz gets angry when Rutie suggests moving the meeting to a different  
location. Why is Aziz angry? 

  What obstacles does each side need to overcome in order to meet with the  
other face-to-face? 

CHAPTER EIGHT: ROBI AND THE SETTLEMENTS 
  The tour guide on the bus states, “Just as we have the right to every other  

place in Israel, we have a historical and national right to this strip of land.”  
Both Israelis and Palestinians make historical and national claims to the land.  
Can these claims be reconciled? How?  

  Why is it important to Robi to visit the settlements in Gaza and speak with  
settlers? Why is it difficult for her to do so? 

  Robi says one of the settler’s arguments reminds her of South Africa. How do 
you think her experience growing up in South Africa affect her current 
viewpoints? 

 What opposition does Robi face in her society? 

CHAPTER NINE: ALI IN HEBRON 
  When Ali visits the community center, the director talks about  

“normalization.”  What does this term mean to Palestinians? 
  How does the issue of “normalization” affect Ali’s ability to spread his message? 
  Does working with the “other side” mean accepting the situation as normal? 
  Why is it important for Ali to visit the Palestinian family whose home was  

vandalized by settlers? 
  Why did the former Israeli soldier who refuses to serve in the army make that  

decision? What price does he pay in society for that decision? 
  How does the former soldier describe his view of nonviolence? Is that related  

to his relationship with Ali? 
  Ali says, “I am ready to talk to anyone.” What are the pros and cons of this  

approach? Who are you willing to talk to? 
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CHAPTER TEN: SHLOMO’S JOURNEY 
 Why did Shlomo’s family move? 
 What is Shlomo gaining and what is he giving up? 
 How did Shlomo and Ali each experience the first intifada? 
 What effect does Shlomo and Ali’s meeting have on each of them? 
  Ali says to be a Palestinian and work for peace, you have to “be like a  

mountain.”  What does he mean by being like a “mountain”?  
  Compare some of the new perspectives Shlomo gains during the course of  

the film to the views and experiences he had when he was younger. 
What do you think motivates him to seek out these new perspectives? 

  Shlomo comments that some are able to summarize their views on a bumper  
sticker, but his opinion would take a whole page to explain. Is there an issue  
that you feel this way about? Is simplicity more effective in politics than  
complexity? What gets lost in simplified slogans? 

  Compare Shlomo’s comments about the Separation Barrier with Robi’s. What  
are their primary concerns? How does the Separation Barrier affect the daily  
lives of Palestinians? Of Israelis? How might it affect Israelis and Palestinians  
who work together for peace? 

  How has Shlomo’s opinion of the checkpoints changed by the end of the film, 
after he visits a checkpoint (with women from the checkpoint monitoring  
group Machsom Watch)? 

  What are other aspects of the conflict that the characters describe as 
barriers between Israelis and Palestinians? 

CHAPTER ELEVEN: ROBI’S LETTER 
  What dilemma is Robi faced with when she hears that the man who killed her  

son is in prison? 
  Why does she decide to try to meet with him? 
  Ali states in an earlier scene, “For me this is no longer a personal issue, it’s  

a communal one.” Are there issues you feel this way about? How does this 
statement, and Robi’s letter, reflect their approaches to reconciliation?  

  How do the differences between Ali’s life as a Palestinian, and Robi’s life as an  
Israeli, affect their approaches to reconciliation? 

 What do you think helps Ali and Robi work together? 

 

CLOSING QUESTIONS 
  How would you summarize the message of this film? 
  Discuss the following terms in the context of the stories in Encounter  

Point: Peace, Freedom, Security, Nonviolence, Occupation, Reconciliation,  
Statehood, Civic Leadership, Justice. Which are priorities for each person? 
Which are priorities for you? 
Where did you see evidence of this? Do any of their perspectives conflict? 

  What impact can people like Ali and Robi have on the conflict? 
  What kind of support do they need? 
 

            DISCUSSION TOPICS AND ACTIVITIES    JUST VISION PAGE 15 



 

How can people outside the  
region help to resolve the  
Israeli-Palestinian conflict? 
What does Encounter Point  
inspire you to do? 
 
Visit Get Involved at  
www.justvision.org 
for more ideas.  

 

 

 
 

 

 
                       

         JUST VISION 

GET INVOLVED 
 
DISCUSSION TOPICS 
  Can Encounter Point affect people’s views of the  

Israeli-Palestinian conflict? 
  Who would you like to share Encounter Point with  

and why?  
  How can people outside the region help to resolve  

the Israeli-Palestinian conflict? 
  How can the methods used in Encounter Point be 
used in other conflicts, whether national, international, 
personal or communal?  
  What resources do you need to get involved? Where  

can you find those resources? 
 What does the film inspire you to do? 

ACTIVITIES  
  Invite a local, Israeli or Palestinian peacebuilder to 

speak in your school. 
  Form a student group committed to meeting  

regularly for discussion and action. 
  As a class, write an editorial for a local newspaper  

about what the stories of nonviolent Palestinian and 
Israeli peacebuilders inspired you to do. 

  Write to the media to request more coverage  
of nonviolence and peacebuilding efforts. Please be 
sure to address your letters to a relevant journalist, 
bureau chief or editor. 

  Join Just Vision’s facebook group. 
  Adopt-a-Peacemaker: Research grassroots  

Israeli and Palestinian peace and nonviolence  
organizations (you may begin with the list in the 
support materials of this guide and with the 
Visionaries section of www.justvision.org). Pick an 
organization to support, organize a fundraising 
campaign, contact them to ask how you can assist, 
and call a journalist to ask for coverage of their work. 

  Organize a screening of Encounter Point.  
Visit www.justvision.org to learn how. Invite 
community members to the screening and a follow 
up discussion. 

  Visit Get Involved at www.justvision.org for more 
ideas. Israeli
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SUPPORT MATERIALS 
 Who’s Who in Encounter Point 
 Glossary of terms and places 
 Online resources 
 List of Israeli and Palestinian peace and nonviolence organizations 
 Encounter Point FAQ 
 
This screening guide was created by Nahanni Rous, the Education Director at Just Vision,  
with input from the Just Vision staff, Ronit Avni, Julia Bacha, Joline Makhlouf, Leora Gal and  
Irene Nasser.  Special thanks are due to the following teachers who helped to pilot this guide  
in their classrooms: Marsha Mirkin, Kacie Wallace, Roger Simon, Gordon Fellman, Stephan 
Leaman, Amy Linch, and Pete Ryan. We continue to appreciate educators’ feedback.   
Please direct comments and suggestions to info@justvision.org. 

 

WHO’S WHO 
Brief bios of Encounter Point film subjects and descriptions of their organizations. 

ALI ABU AWWAD  
Ali lives in Beit Umar, near Hebron. He spent years in  
Israeli prisons during the first intifada and was shot 
in the leg by an Israeli settler while fixing his tire. Ali 
joined the Parents Circle-Bereaved Families Forum  
after brother Youssef was shot at point blank range by  
an Israeli soldier as he passed through a checkpoint on  
his way home. For Just Vision’s in-depth interview with  
Ali, see www.justvision.org/visionaries/ali-abu-awwad 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
ALI ABU AWWAD    ROBI DAMELIN             SHLOMO ZAGMAN    GEORGE SA’ADEH 
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ROBI DAMELIN  
In 2002 a Palestinian sniper killed a group of Israeli  
soldiers at a checkpoint in the Occupied Palestinian  
Territories. Robi’s son David was one of them. After  
David was killed, Robi joined the Parents Circle- 
Bereaved Families Forum. Robi is originally from South  
Africa, and immigrated to Israel in 1967. She lives in Tel 
Aviv. See www.justvision.org/visionaries/robi-damelin 

SHLOMO ZAGMAN  
For most of his life Shlomo lived in Allon Shevut, an  
Israeli settlement near Bethlehem. Shlomo and his  
family left the settlement and moved to Modi’in, a city  
inside Israel, and he became a founding member of the  
Movement for Realistic Religious Zionism. His public  
opposition to the occupation angered many people in his 
hometown. See www.justvision.org/visionaries/shlomo-
zagman. 

JUST VISION 

GEORGE SA’ADEH  
In 2003, George, his wife Najwa and their two daughters  
were driving home from the supermarket in Bethlehem.  
Israeli soldiers opened fire on their car, killing12-year- 
old Christine. Less than a year later, George and Najwa  
joined the Parents Circle-Bereaved Families Forum.  
George is now the deputy mayor of Bethlehem. See  
www.justvision.org/vsionaries/george-saadeh 



 

TZVIKA SHAHAK  
In 1996, Tzvika’s 15-year-old daughter, Bat-Chen, was  
killed by a Palestinian suicide bomber outside a Tel Aviv  
mall. Tzvika and his wife, Ayelet, are founding members  
of the Parents Circle-Bereaved Families Forum, and of  
a peace education foundation in their daughter’s name.  
They live in Tel Mond. See: www.justvision.org/vsionaries 
/tzvika-shahak 

RUTIE ATSMON 
As the director of the Israeli-Palestinian youth  
organization Windows, Rutie faces many obstacles  
to meetings between Israelis and Palestinians—from  
Israeli imposed travel restrictions on her Palestinian  
partners to the fears of people on both sides. Rutie  
lives and works in Tel Aviv. See: www.justvision.org/ 
visionaries/rutie-atsmon 

AZIZ TANJI  
Aziz is a social worker in Tulkarem, where he grew  
up in the local refugee camp. He is the co-founder of  
the Windows youth organization’s center in Tulkarem.  
Though the Israeli army hasn’t granted him a permit  
to enter Israel for years, Aziz communicates with the  
Israeli Windows staff daily and hosts them when they  
come to Tulkarem. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
JUST VISION 

 
THE PARENTS CIRCLE-BEREAVED  
FAMILIES FORUM 
A group of over 500 Palestinian and Israeli families  
who have lost close family members in the conflict, 
and speak together throughout Israel, the Palestinian  
Territories, and internationally for reconciliation and an  
end to violence. See: www.theparentscircle.com 

SEEDS OF PEACE 
A youth coexistence organization with a summer camp  
in the United States for youth from several conflict 
regions in the world, with a focus on the Middle East,  
and year-round follow-up programs for Israelis and  
Palestinians in their home areas. 
See: www.seedsofpeace.org 

WINDOWS 
An Israeli-Palestinian youth reconciliation program  
with offices in Tel Aviv and Tulkarem. Windows 
is overseen by a board of Israeli and Palestinian  
volunteers. See: www.win-peace.org 
     
MOVEMENT FOR REALISTIC  
RELIGIOUS ZIONISM 
A movement of young religious, Zionist Israeli Jews  
encouraging their peers within Israeli society to  
give up control of Palestinian territories and focus  
on strengthening the State of Israel.  For an English  
description of their work, see the New Israel Fund’s  
website: www.nif.org/content.cfm?id=2023&currbody=1 

TZVIKA SHAHAK            RUTIE ATSMON       AZIZ TANJI   
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GLOSSARY 
Brief explanations of places and terms in Encounter Point. 

 
TERMS 
Palestinian: Refers to someone of the primarily  
Arabic-speaking people who live or trace their  
cultural and/or geographic heritage to what had been  
Palestinian until 1948, and which is now the area  
comprising the territory of Israel and the Occupied  
Palestinian Territories. 

 
Israeli: Refers to a citizen of Israel, but when used  
on its own, most commonly refers to a Jewish citizen  
of Israel. Palestinians living in Israel who hold Israeli  
citizenship are usually referred to as Arab-Israelis,  
Palestinian-Israelis, ’48 Palestinians or Palestinian  
citizens of Israel.  Palestinians do not usually identify  
themselves solely as “Israelis.” 

 
Checkpoint: The Israeli army makes widespread use  
of roadblocks or military installations in the Occupied  
Palestinian Territories to control the movement of  
Palestinians between Palestinian cities and villages  
and between the Occupied Palestinian Territories  
and Israel. Observers cite frequent, if not routine,  
incidences of delay and harassment of Palestinian  
civilians at checkpoints, regardless of the status of  
their travel permits. There are checkpoints at the entry  
and exit points of every large Palestinian populated  
area in the West Bank, on every major road within  
the West Bank, and at almost every crossing point  
on the Green Line between Israel and the Occupied  
Palestinian Territories, except in parts of East  
Jerusalem, in addition to many smaller checkpoints  
within the West Bank. According to the Israeli army,  
checkpoints are present for security purposes. Ad hoc,  
temporary checkpoints are also set up on occasion  
within Israel to search cars for wanted individuals,  
mostly Palestinian or Palestinian citizens of Israel. 

 
Suicide Bomber: In the context of the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict, suicide bomber refers to a 
Palestinian who commits suicide while killing or  
wounding Israelis with a bomb. 

 
Military Service: Israeli law requires that all Israelis  
begin serving in the Israeli military at the age of 18  

 

-- men for three years and women for 20-21 months.  
Nearly all Palestinian citizens of Israel are exempt from  
service. Serving in the reserves is required of men until  
age 45, and women until age 24. 
 
Occupation: Refers to Israel’s military control of the  
West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza Strip. 
 
Settler: Refers to a Jewish Israeli living in a  
settlement—a Jewish community in the West Bank,  
East Jerusalem —and, prior to summer 2005 (when  
Encounter Point was filmed), the Gaza Strip. The 
settlements, established following Israel’s capture of the  
West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza Strip in the war of  
1967, are widely recognized as illegal under international  
law. They generally receive Israeli government funding  
and/or military and infrastructural support. 
 
Martyr: In the context of the Israeli-Palestinian  
conflict, the word martyr is used to refer to 
Palestinians or supporters of the Palestinian cause who 
have been killed, died, or killed themselves in the 
conflict. 
 
1967 Borders: More accurately, the pre- June 1967  
border. Also referred to as the “Green Line.” Refers  
to the 1949 Armistice Line following the war of 1948  
between Israel and Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and Egypt.  
In relation to Gaza, East Jerusalem and the West  
Bank, following the 1967 war, it denotes the boundary  
between territory recognized as part of the sovereign  
State of Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
 
Travel Permits: Refers to Israeli-issued travel permits  
required primarily for Palestinians in the West Bank  
and Gaza to travel into Israel, and at times throughout  
East Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza. They are  
difficult to obtain and some Palestinians are 
ineligible based on factors that may include prison and 
arrest records, age and gender. Israelis seeking to travel 
to Palestinian city centers in the West Bank must also 
apply for permission, and are generally barred by the 
Israeli army from entering. 
 
Zionist: One who believes that the Jewish people  
should have a national homeland in Israel. 
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Normalization: In the context of the Israeli-Palestinian  
conflict this refers to the process of creating 
‘normal’ relations with the State of Israel or with 
Israelis. Many Palestinians and their supporters view 
normalization prior to the creation of a Palestinian state 
as a betrayal of the Palestinian struggle for self-
determination and an acceptance of an unequal status 
quo.  

 
Separation Barrier: Also referred to as the “wall,  
separation wall, security fence, Apartheid wall, security  
barrier, and annexation wall.” A long structure of  
concrete walls and fences that separates Israel from  
parts of the West Bank, and runs both along the Green  
Line and within the West Bank. Begun in 2002, its  
construction is still in progress. Israel says security  
needs necessitate its construction. Palestinians point  
out that the wall was built unilaterally on privately  
owned Palestinian lands, that it cuts off many  
Palestinians from their lands, and that it chokes off  
some cities almost completely from the rest of the  
Palestinian Territories.  

 
First Intifada: Intifada literally means “shaking off”  
in Arabic. The First Intifada commonly refers to the  
Palestinian uprising against Israeli military rule from  
1987-1993. This intifada came to an end when Israel  
entered into negotiations with the Palestine Liberation  
Organization and they co-launched the Oslo Peace  
Process.  

 
Second Intifada: Refers to the recent Palestinian  
uprising against Israeli occupation, which began in  
September 2000 following the breakdown of diplomatic  
efforts to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

 
PLACES 
Allon Shevut: One of the Jewish settlements in a  
bloc of settlements called Gush Etzion. It is located  
south of Jerusalem next to Bethlehem in the Occupied  
Palestinian Territories. Its estimated population is 2800. 

 
Bethlehem: A city in the Occupied Palestinian  
Territories, about 10 kilometers south of Jerusalem.  
Home to the Church of the Nativity, the city is of  
particular significance for Christians who believe it is 
the birthplace of Jesus Christ. Its estimated population  
is 30,000. 
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Gaza Strip: Part of the Occupied Palestinian  
Territories, the Gaza Strip is an area of 360 square  
kilometers on the Mediterranean Coast, bordering the  
Egyptian Sinai Peninsula and Israel. Approximately  
1.4 million Palestinians live there, making it one of  
the most densely populated areas in the world. Until  
August 2005, approximately 7000 Jewish Israelis lived  
in settlements in the Gaza Strip. Israel withdrew all  
Jewish settlers from the Gaza Strip in the summer of  
2005, but maintains military control over its air space  
and borders. 
 
Hebron: A city in the Occupied Palestinian Territories,  
about 30 kilometers south of Jerusalem. Its population  
is approximately 160,000, the majority of whom are  
Palestinians, with approximately 400 Jewish settlers  
living in the center of the city and an Israeli military  
presence. The city is home to the Tomb of the  
Patriarchs, the supposed burial site of the biblical  
patriarchs and matriarchs. 
 
Israel: A country that gained independence in 1948.  
It borders Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Egypt, and the  
Palestinian Territories, which it occupies.  The majority  
of Israel’s citizens are Jews, with an 18% Palestinian  
minority.   
 
Jerusalem: A city located in the center of both Israel  
and the West Bank portion of the Occupied Palestinian  
Territories. Home to approximately 700,000 people from  
all three monotheistic religions, as well as sacred sites  
from these faiths within close proximity in Jerusalem’s  
Old City. The Green Line, or 1949 cease-fire line between 
Israel, Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon, demarcates  
the unofficial boundary between Israel and the West 
Bank, and cuts through Jerusalem. Israel declared  
Jerusalem its capital in 1948, and enshrined this in  
its Basic Laws in 1980. Palestinians aspire to declare  
Jerusalem the capital of a nascent Palestine. Following  
the war of 1967, Israel extended its sovereignty to the  
Eastern half of the city, including the Old City and holy  
shrines, which were controlled by Jordan from 1948.  
Most countries do not recognize Israeli sovereignty over  
all of the city. Rather, they regard Jerusalem’s status  
as undetermined, pending final status negotiations 
between Israel and the Palestinians. 
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Jerusalem, Old City: An area of approximately one square  
kilometer near the center of the modern city of Jerusalem.  
Dating before Biblical times, the Old City is home to several  
of Judaism, Christianity and Islam’s most important religious  
sites, including the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the Dome  
of the Rock and Al-Aqsa Mosque, and the Western Wall and  
site of the ancient Jewish Temple. The right to control the  
Old City and its religious sites is one of the issues at the  
heart of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The Old City has 
four quarters: Armenian, Christian, Jewish and Muslim.  

 
Modi’in: A city in Israel located between Tel Aviv and  
Jerusalem. Its estimated population is 50,000. 

 
Occupied Palestinian Territories: Also known as the  
“Territories,” “Occupied Territories,” “the West Bank, East  
Jerusalem and Gaza,” or as “Judea, Samaria and Gaza.” They  
comprise the majority of the territory slated to be part of an  
independent Palestinian state, and are considered occupied  
by much of the international community and international  
law. Some members of the Israeli government refer to the  
Occupied Palestinian Territories as “disputed territory,” and  
certain factions in Israel consider the territory an integral part  
of biblical Israel and thus modern political Israel.  

 
Tel Aviv: A city in Israel on the Mediterranean Sea, about 60  
kilometers west of Jerusalem. Its estimated population is  
350,000. 

 
Tulkarm: A city in the northwest of the West Bank portion  
of the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Its population is  
approximately 45,000. 
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ONLINE RESOURCES 

 
Please note that among the contested aspects of this conflict are the way history and facts 
are represented.  We have done our best to provide a balance of informative resources, but the list  
below is by no means exhaustive. You are invited to do more of your own research. 
 
Just Vision: www.justvision.org offers video, online interviews, educational resources, and ideas for 
getting involved in supporting grassroots efforts to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
 
PBS’s P.O.V. website for the documentary Promises presents a valuable historical timeline  
including differing Palestinian and Israeli perspectives for some events. It is downloadable in  
PDF format: www.pbs.org/pov/pov2001/promises/timeline.html  
 
BBC Historical Timeline: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/middle_east/03/v3_ip_timeline/html/default.stm 
Mideastweb’s history of the conflict: www.mideastweb.org/briefhistory.htm 
 
PBS’s Newshour educational resource includes links to timelines, maps, and lesson plans: 
www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/middle_east/ 
 
BBC Kids’ Site: http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/find_out/guides/world/middle_east/newsid_ 
1602000/1602748.stm 
 
Main BBC Site: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/middle_east/2001/israel_and_the_ 
palestinians/default.stm 
For a short video, click “History of the Conflict” under “Video and Audio News”. 
 
BBC Maps: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/middle_east/03/v3_israel_palestinians/maps/ 
html/default.stm  
   
The Israeli human rights organization B’Tselem’s website includes maps of the separation  
barrier and settlements, statistics and explanations of key concepts:  
www.btselem.org/English/ 
 
The Jerusalem Fund’s Palestine Center website includes maps, timelines and other  
information: www.thejerusalemfund.org/palestinecenter/index.php 
 
Arab, Palestinian, Israeli and Jewish news and information sources: 
Al Jazeera’s English website: http://english.aljazeera.net 
Electronic Intifada: http://electronicintifada.net/new.shtml 
Ha’aretz: www.haaretz.com/ 
Jerusalem Post: www.jpost.com/ 
Jerusalem Times: www.jerusalem-times.net 
Jewish Virtual Library: www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/ 
Passia: www.passia.org/  
YNet, Israel News: www.ynetnews.com 
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Adam Institute: www.adaminstitute.org.il  
Peace, democracy, civic education and conflict 
resolution for Jewish and Palestinian citizens of Israel. 

 
All For Peace Radio: www.allforpeace.org/  
The firstjointlyrunPalestinian-Israeliradiostation.It 
produces news, feature and music programs in Arabic,  
Hebrew and English.  

 
Alternative Information Center: 
www.alternativenews.org/  
A joint Palestinian-Israeli political advocacy  
organization and source for information on the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict. 

 
Anarchists Against the Wall: www.awalls.org/ 
An Israeli organization that supports Palestinians’  
nonviolent struggle against the Separation Barrier. 

 
Arab-Hebrew Theatre: 
www.arab-hebrew-theatre.org.il/ 
A theatre company based in Jaffa, Israel, that produces  
and performs plays in Arabic and Hebrew. 

 
Arava Institute for Environmental Studies: 
www.arava.org/  
An environmental education and research center at  
Kibbutz Ketura in Israel’s Arava Desert. Students include  
Jordanians, Palestinians, Israelis, and North Americans. 

 
Arik Institute for Reconciliation, Tolerance and  
Peace: www.arikpeace.org/eng 
Works for reconciliation and tolerance, and headed by  
the founder and former director of the Parents Circle- 
Bereaved Families Forum. 

 

Artists Without Walls 
A group of Israeli and Palestinian artists and musicians  
organizing joint exhibitions aimed at promoting  
understanding. 
 
Association for Civil Rights in Israel: www.acri.org.il  
Works to protect human rights and civil rights in Israel  
and the territories under Israel’s control. 
 
Bat Shalom: www.batshalom.org/  
An Israeli feminist organization working for peace and  
social justice. 
 
Behind the Wall: www.behindthewall.ps  
A Palestinian organization working mostly with youth to  
assess the consequences of the Separation Barrier for  
Palestinian communities. 
 
Beit Arabiya Center for Peace: 
http://icahd.org/eng/articles.asp?menu=6&submenu= 
5&story=32 
Salim and Arabiya Shawamreh’s home in Anata in the  
Occupied Palestinian Territories. Their home has been  
demolished by the Israeli army multiple times and has  
become a meeting center and symbol of nonviolent  
resistance. 
 
Bethlehem Peace Center: www.peacenter.org/ 
Promotes peace, democracy, diversity and religious  
tolerance through activities and programs for locals  
and tourists. The center also displays Palestinian art  
and culture. 
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ISRAELI AND PALESTINIAN PEACE-BUILDING  
AND NONVIOLENCE ORGANIZATIONS 

The following is a list of Palestinian and Israeli peacebuilding and 
nonviolence organizations working within Israel, the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories, or both. Links are provided to websites with content in English. We 
encourage you to do further research; there are many ways to support Israelis 
and Palestinians working for positive change. Please be aware that new 
organizations frequently emerge, while others disband. The list is kept up to 
date at www.justvision.org/organizations. In addition, please visit 
www.justvision.org/visionaries to read in-depth interviews with 
individuals working in many of the organizations listed. 
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Please visit 
www.justvision.org/vsionaries  
to read in-depth interviews with  
dozens of individuals working  
in Palestinian and Israeli  
peacebuilding and nonviolence  
organizations. 
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Bimkom: www.bimkom.org 
A group of urban planners and architects working  
toward “strengthening the connection between human  
rights and spatial planning.” Their work is focused  
within Israel and East Jerusalem. 
 
Bitter Lemons: www.bitterlemons.org/ 
A website that presents Israeli and Palestinian  
viewpoints, primarily on the Palestinian-Israeli conflict 
and peace process. It is co-produced and edited by a  
Palestinian and an Israeli. 
 
Black Laundry: www.blacklaundry.org/ 
An Israeli group of lesbians, gays, bisexuals,  
transgenders, and others working for social justice and  
against the occupation. 
 
Bridges Israeli-Palestinian Public Health Magazine:  
www.bridgesmagazine.org/  
A jointly managed and edited Israeli-Palestinian  
magazine devoted to public health and peace issues. 
 
B’Tselem, the Israeli Center for Human Rights in the  
Occupied Territories: www.btselem.org  
An Israeli organization working to protect human rights  
and change Israeli policy in the Occupied Palestinian  
Territories. 
 
Building Bridges for Peace: www.s-c-g.org/ 
buildingbridges/  
A summer camp in the US for Israeli, Palestinian  
and American young women to learn leadership and  
communication skills, promote peace, and women’s  
empowerment. Building Bridges also runs follow-up  
programs for Israeli and Palestinian participants at home. 
 
Bustan, Sustainable Community Action for Land and  
People: www.bustan.org  
Promotes environmental justice and sustainability with  
a focus primarily on land and human rights issues in  
Israel’s Negev desert. 
 
Center for Jewish-Arab Economic Development:  
www.cjaed.org.il 
Promotes economic cooperation and empowerment on  
the premise that “Jewish-Arab economic cooperation in  
Israel is essential for peace, prosperity and economic  
stability in Israel and the region at large.” 
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Children of Abraham, Hebron 
An Israeli group that focuses on the effects of  
occupation on the city of Hebron through tours in  
the city and meetings with its Palestinian residents.  
Contact: bneiavraham@gmail.com 

 
Citizens’ Accord Forum Between Jews and Arabs in  
Israel: www.caf.org.il/  
An Israeli organization working to “bridge the gaps  
between Israel’s Jewish and Arab communities, and  
strive to implement systematic changes to improve the  
status of Israel’s Arab citizens.” 

 
Coalition of Women for Peace: 
http://coalitionofwomen.org 
An umbrella organization over nine Israeli women’s  
organizations working for peace, equal rights for  
all Israeli citizens, an end to the occupation and the  
establishment of a Palestinian state. 

 
Combatants for Peace: www.combatantsforpeace.org/ 
A group of Israeli and Palestinian former combatants  
working together to stop all forms of violence, end the  
occupation and establish a Palestinian state. 

 
Crossing Borders 
A Palestinian-Israeli-Jordanian youth magazine  
published in English. 

 
Economic Cooperation Foundation 
An Israeli organization aimed at supporting Israeli- 
Palestinian cooperation in the political, economic, and  
civil society spheres. 

 
EcoPeace/Friends of the Earth Middle East: 
www.foeme.org/ 
An environmental organization with officesinAmman, 
Bethlehem and Tel Aviv that brings together Jordanian,  
Palestinian, and Israeli environmentalists to “protect  
our shared environmental heritage” and create the  
“necessary conditions for lasting peace in our region.” 

 
Face to Face/Faith to Faith: www.s-c-g.org/facetoface/  
A US-based program of religious study, leadership  
and peace-building program for Christian, Muslim,  
and Jewish teenagers from different conflictregions, 
including Israel and Palestine. 

 

Faculty for Israeli-Palestinian Peace: www.ffipp.org 
A network of Palestinian, Israeli, and international  
faculty, with an affiliatedinternationalstudentnetwork, 
working to end the occupation and create a just peace. 
 
Folklore of the Other: www.folkloreoftheother.org.il 
An art and education program that promotes tolerance  
between Israel’s diverse communities. 
 
Gaza Community Mental Health Program: 
www.gcmhp.net/ 
Provides mental health services, including therapy,  
training and research, to women, children, and victims  
of human rights violations. The program aims to  
promote community-wide mental health on the basis of  
“justice, humanity, and respect for human rights.” 
 
Geneva Initiative: www.geneva-accord.org/  
Campaigns in Israeli and Palestinian society and  
globally in favor of returning to negotiations for a two- 
state solution. It follows the Geneva Accord’s blueprint  
for peace. 
 
Gisha: www.gisha.org/ 
An Israeli legal organization working to protect  
Palestinians’ freedom of movement. 
 
Givat Haviva: www.givathaviva.org.il 
An institute in Israel that promotes equality for all  
Israeli citizens and peace between Israel and its Arab  
neighbors. 
 
Gush Shalom: http://gush-shalom.org/ 
An Israeli peace movement calling for the creation of a  
Palestinian state. 
 
Hamoked, Center for the Defense of the Individual:  
www.hamoked.org.il  
An Israeli organization that assists Palestinians in  
the Occupied Palestinian Territories whose rights are  
violated by Israeli policies. 
 
Hand in Hand: www.handinhand12.org/  
An organization that founded and runs multi-cultural  
schools in Israel (in Jerusalem, the Galilee and Wadi  
Ara) where Jewish and Palestinian citizens of Israel are  
taught in Arabic and Hebrew. 
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Hands of Peace: www.hands-of-peace.org/ 
A US-based program that promotes “long term  
peaceful coexistence among Jewish-Israelis, Arab- 
Israelis, and West Bank Palestinians by bringing young  
people from the Middle East together with American  
teens in an interfaith setting.” 

 
Hashd: www.hashd.org/  
The Palestinian officeofthePeople’sCampaignfor 
Peace and Democracy, an organization that promotes a  
set of principles for Israeli-Palestinian peace based on a  
two-state solution. 

 
Hiwar Center For Peace and Development 
Based in Qalqilya, the center provides training in  
conflictresolutionandcapacitybuildingforPalestinian 
NGOs working in the fieldofnonviolence.Italso 
arranges dialogues between Israeli and Palestinian  
adults and students in a variety of settings, including  
summers camps and conferences. 

 
Holy Land Trust: www.holylandtrust.org/  
A Palestinian organization based in Bethlehem that  
promotes nonviolent resistance to the occupation and  
civil society building. 

 
Hope Flowers School: www.hope-flowers.org/ 
A school in El Khader near Bethlehem for students  
aged 4-13 that focuses on peace and democracy  
education. 

 
House of Hope International Peace Center 
Founded by a Palestinian citizen of Israel who is the  
author of several books on reconciliation and the  
traditional Palestinian dispute resolution method called  
sulha. 

 
Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions: 
www.icahd.org/ 
A group “originally established to oppose and resist  
Israeli demolition of Palestinian houses in the Occupied  
Territories.” Its activities now include resistance to  
land expropriation, settlement expansion, by-pass road  
construction, policies of “closure” and “separation,”  
and the uprooting of Palestinian farmers’ trees. 
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Interfaith Encounter Association: 
www.interfaith-encounter.org/ 
Promotes peace through interfaith dialogue and cross- 
cultural study, based on the belief that “rather than  
being a cause of the problem, religion can and should  
be a source of the solution for conflictsthatexistinthe 
region and beyond.” 
 
International Peace and Cooperation Center: 
www.ipcc-jerusalem.org/  
A Palestinian organization working to “develop  
proactive initiatives which support the social, cultural,  
political, and economic processes essential to a  
peaceful, democratic, and prosperous future for the  
Palestinian people.” 
 
International Women’s Peace Service: 
www.iwps-pal.org 
An international women’s organization working in the  
village of Hares in the Occupied Palestinian Territories  
to support nonviolent resistance to the occupation and  
Separation Barrier and to document and intervene in  
human rights abuses. 
 
Interreligious Coordinating Council in Israel: 
http://english.icci.org.il/ 
An umbrella organization over many inter-religious  
organizations working with Israelis and Palestinians  
to “harness the teachings and values of the three  
monotheistic religions and transform religion into a  
source of reconciliation and coexistence.” 
 
Ir Amim: www.ir-amim.org.il/eng/ 
An Israeli legal organization working for Palestinians’  
rights principally in and around Jerusalem. 
 
Israeli-Palestinian Science Organization: 
www.ipso-jerusalem.org/  
Promotes dialogue and interaction between Israeli and  
Palestinian scholars and scientists. 
 
Israel/Palestine Center for Research and  
Development: www.ipcri.org/ 
A joint Palestinian-Israeli public policy think-tank  
“devoted to developing practical solutions for the  
Israeli-Palestinian conflict”basedona“twostatesfor 
two peoples” solution. 
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Jerusalem Center for Women: www.j-c-w.org/ 
A Palestinian organization for the advancement of  
women, peace and human rights. 

 
Jerusalem Intercultural Center 
Organizes activities and dialogue groups for residents  
of East and West Jerusalem. 

 
Jerusalem International YMCA: 
www.jerusalemymca.org 
A cultural and recreational community center that  
promotes interfaith and inter-group understanding.  
The building houses an Arab-Jewish kindergarten, and  
a theater, library, restaurant, hotel, fitnesscenter,and 
conference center. 

 
Jerusalem Link: 
www.j-c-w.org/jerusalem_link.php and www. 
batshalom.org/jlink_principles.php 
A joint venture of the Israeli organization Bat Shalom  
and the Palestinian Jerusalem Center for Women,  
aimed at securing peace, a Palestinian state, and  
promoting women’s participation in the peace process. 

 
Jerusalem Peacemakers: 
www.jerusalempeacemakers.org/ 
A network of Palestinian and Israeli interfaith peace- 
builders. 

 
Just Vision: www.justvision.org/  
Creates media and educational resources about  
Palestinian and Israeli joint peace and nonviolence  
efforts in order to encourage broader participation in  
grassroots peace building. 

 
Kufia,thePalestinianOrganizationforCultureand 
Development 
A non-profitorganizationthatpromotescultural 
understanding and reconciliation between peoples,  
with an emphasis on youth and children. Kufiafocuses 
on the psychological health of the Palestinian people  
and combats fanaticism in society. 

 
Language Connections: www.languageconnections.org  
An online program whereby Israeli and Palestinian  
students make virtual connections through web-based  
communication in English. 

 

Library on Wheels for Nonviolence and Peace: 
www.lownp.com  
Visits villages in the West Bank to lend books to  
Palestinian children, provide school supplies, and put  
on puppet and video shows promoting cooperation and  
nonviolence. Also provides teachers and parents with  
literature promoting nonviolence and peace. 
 
Machsom Watch: www.machsomwatch.org/ 
A group of Israeli women who regularly observe Israeli  
military checkpoints to monitor human rights abuses. 
 
Memory for Peace 
A group of Jewish and Palestinian citizens of Israel  
organized by a Palestinian Orthodox priest to visit  
Auschwitz together in order to promote empathy and  
human understanding. 
 
Middle East Children’s Association: www.mecaed.org/    
An Israeli-Palestinian organization working to  
empower and support teachers to help their students  
deal with issues related to the conflict. 
 
Middleway: www.middleway.org/ 
Conducts dialogue and silent, meditative walks  
in Israeli and Palestinian areas with Israeli and  
Palestinian participants. The activities “combine  
spirituality with peace activism.” 
 
Mifkad: www.mifkad.org.il/ 
The Israeli officeofthePeople’sCampaignforPeace 
and Democracy, an organization that promotes a set of  
principles for Israeli-Palestinian peace based on a two- 
state solution. 
 
Mosaica Communities: www.mosaic-coop.org/ 
A group working to establish integrated communities  
of Jews and Arabs in Israel.  
 
Nablus Youth Federation: nablusyouth.com/  
Works for youth, women and children’s empowerment,  
and facilitates connections between Palestinian and  
international youth, and Israeli-Palestinian dialogue. 
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Negev Institute for Strategies of Peace and  
Development: www.nisped.org.il/  
Offers leadership training and support for small  
businesses and organizations in conflictresolution, 
education and democracy. 

 
Neve Shalom/Wahat Al Salam: www.nswas.com/ 
A mixed village in Israel, “jointly established by Jewish  
and Palestinian Arab citizens of Israel, that is engaged in  
educational work for peace, equality and understanding  
between the two peoples.” Houses the School for Peace,  
a facilitation training program in Israel. 

 
New Profile: www.newprofile.org/ 
A movement to de-emphasize the military in Israeli  
society and prioritize a civilian as opposed to military  
profileofIsraelicitizens. 

 
NIR School of the Heart 
A program in which Israeli and Palestinian cardiology  
students study medicine together. 

 
Olive Tree Movement: www.o-t-m.org 
Provides humanitarian aid for Palestinians, including  
transportation and translation for Palestinians needing  
treatment in Israeli hospitals. 

 
One Voice: www.silentnolonger.org 
A grassroots movement to involve Israelis and  
Palestinians as active participants in a peace process. 

 
Open House in Ramle: www.openhouse.org.il/ 
A center primarily dedicated to coexistence between  
the Jewish and Palestinian residents of Ramle in Israel.  

 
Oz V’Shalom-Netivot Shalom: 
www.netivot-shalom.org.il/ 
A religious, Zionist peace movement advocating the  
establishment of a Palestinian state and equal rights  
for Palestinian citizens of Israel.  
Palestine-Israel Journal: www.pij.org/ 
A quarterly publication produced by Israelis and  
Palestinians and focusing on issues related to the  
conflictanditsresolution. 

 

JUST VISION 

 
Palestinian Center for Alternative Solutions 
Develops peace education material in Arabic, and  
engages in mediation and conflictresolutionbetween 
Palestinians and Israelis.  
 
Palestinian Center for ConflictResolutionand 
Reconciliation: www.ccrr-pal.org/index.htm 
Promotes nonviolence in Palestinian society through  
training programs for individuals and organizations in  
conflicttransformation,mediation,communication, 
peace and democracy building, and human rights.  
Its also brings together Israelis and Palestinians to  
discuss issues of violence in the region. 
 
Palestinian Center for Rapprochement Between  
People: www.pcr.ps/ 
Promotes civic engagement through community  
service, action for peace, justice, and reconciliation,  
and advocacy for Palestinian rights. 
 
Palestinian Human Rights Monitoring Group: 
www.phrmg.org/ 
Documents human rights violations committed against  
Palestinians in the West Bank, Gaza Strip and East  
Jerusalem, including those committed both by Israel  
and by the Palestinian Authority. 
 
Panorama: www.panoramacenter.org/ 
A Palestinian organization based in Jerusalem working  
to strengthen civil society.  
 
Parents Circle-Bereaved Families Forum: 
www.theparentscircle.com/ 
A joint organization of Israeli and Palestinian bereaved  
families working together for reconciliation and an end  
to violence. 
 
Peace and Democracy Forum: www.pdf-palestine.org/ 
Works within Palestinian society to promote peace,  
democracy and nonviolence in the political, social,  
and economic realms, and to encourage support for a  
negotiated end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
 
Peace Child Israel: www.mideastweb.org/peacechild/ 
Promotes coexistence for Israeli and Palestinian youth  
through theater and the arts. 
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Please visit 
www.justvision.org/visionaries  
to read in-depth interviews with  
dozens of individuals working  
in Palestinian and Israeli  
peacebuilding and nonviolence  
organizations.

 
Peace Now: www.peacenow.org.il 
Israeli peace movement, whose activities include  
organizing public demonstrations, petitions and  
events, and distributing educational materials. Visit  
the Americans for Peace Now website for more  
information: www.peacenow.org/ 
 
Peace Research Institute in the Middle East: 
www.vispo.com/PRIME/ 
Palestinian and Israeli educators and academics  
promoting peace-building through research and  
education, and developing educational resources for  
teaching Israeli and Palestinian narratives. 
 
People’s Voice: 
www.mifkad.org.il/en/ and www.hashd.org/ 
A joint Israeli-Palestinian grassroots peace initiative in  
which people on both sides of the conflictsignontoa 
statement of principles based on a two-state solution. 
 
Peres Center for Peace: www.peres-center.org/ 
An umbrella organization that provides support for a  
variety of Israeli-Palestinian peace initiatives. To visit  
the website for these initiatives: www.peacengo.org/ 
 
Physicians for Human Rights Israel: www.phr.org.il 
Works for human rights particularly relating to  
health issues in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian  
Territories. 
 
Public Committee Against Torture in Israel: 
www.stoptorture.org.il/eng/  
Monitors and raises awareness about the use of torture  
in interrogations in Israel and the Palestinian Authority. 
 
Rabbis for Human Rights: www.rhr.israel.net/  
An Israeli rabbinic organization “giving voice to the  
Jewish tradition of human rights” and working for  
human rights of all Israeli citizens and for Palestinians  
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
 
Reut-Sedaka: www.reutsadaka.org  
A Palestinian and Jewish youth movement within Israel. 
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Please visit 
www.justvision.org/visionaries  
to read in-depth interviews with  
dozens of individuals working  
in Palestinian and Israeli  
peacebuilding and nonviolence  
organizations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JUST VISION

 
Seeds of Peace: www.seedsofpeace.org  
A US-based program for teenagers from several conflictregions 
throughout the world, with follow up programs for Israeli and  
Palestinian participants in their home areas. 
 
Sulha Peace Project: www.sulha.com/ 
A gathering of Israelis and Palestinians to promote  
reconciliation, named for the traditional Palestinian dispute  
resolution ceremony of sulha. 
 
Ta’ayush: www.taayush.org/ 
A “grassroots movement of Arabs and Jews” in Israel working  
for equality for all Israeli citizens and with Palestinians in the  
Occupied Palestinian Territories to resist the occupation. 
 
The Way An umbrella organization over many Palestinian  
nonviolence initiatives. 
 
Wi’am, Palestinian ConflictResolutionCenter 
Works within Palestinian society to resolve conflictsand 
disputes nonviolently using sulha, a traditional reconciliation  
practice, combined with western forms of conflictresolution. 
 
Windows: www.win-peace.org/  
A youth organization with officesinTelAvivandTulkarem. 
 
Women in Black: http://coalitionofwomen.org/home/english/ 
organizations/women_in_black  
A network of women protesting Israel’s occupation of the  
Palestinian Territories. 
 
Yesh Din: www.yesh-din.org  
An Israeli organization that opposes the violation of  
Palestinian human rights in the Occupied Palestinian  
Territories. 
 
Young Israeli Forum for Cooperation: www.yifc.org/ 
An empowerment program aimed at supporting young Israeli  
leaders who seek to “take an active role in shaping Israel’s  
future and, specifically,itsrelationswithitsPalestinianand 
European neighbors.” 
 
Zochrot: www.nakbainhebrew.org  
An Israeli group raising awareness about the Palestinian  
Nakba, or catastrophe, of 1948.  
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